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The sum of HK$1.56
million was presented to Hong
Kong's Olympic athletes on 10
September, following their
excellent performance at the
recently concluded Olympic
Games in Athens, Greece.

At the HANG SENG
Athle te Incent ive Awards
Scheme presentation, the table
tennis duo of Ko Lai-chak and
Li Ching received a cheque of
HK$1.2 million for the silver
medal they won in the men's

doubles at the Athens Games, the first Olympic medal for Hong Kong
since its re-unification with China in 1997.

Organised by the Hong Kong Sports Development Board (HKSDB),
sponsored by Hang Seng Bank, and fully supported by the Sports
Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China and the Hong
Kong Sports Association for the Physically Disabled, the Scheme has
been offering cash incentives to Hong Kong's athletes since 1996 to
show appreciation of their performance at both the Olympic and
Paralympic Games.

On top of this Scheme, Hang Seng Bank provided additional
cash awards of HK$360,000 to seven athletes who achieved outstanding
performance in the Athens Olympics. The cash awards included
HK$50,000 for individuals and HK$100,000 for teams who reached
the quarter-finals or the 4th to 8th positions. The recipients were Wang
Chen of badminton; Ko Lai-chak, Leung Chu-yan, Song Ah-sim, and Tie
Ya-na (all from table tennis); and Lee Lai-shan of windsurfing. Hannah
Wilson who broke the Hong Kong record in the women’s 100 metre
freestyle was also given a special award HK$10,000.

HKSDB Chairman Victor Hui, who was also Chef de Mission of
the Hong Kong delegation for the Athens Olympics, paid tribute to Hang
Seng for its long-term support of sport in Hong Kong.

“Hang Seng Bank has set a good example for the business sector to
work with the sports community and recognise Hong Kong's top athletes,”

Mr Hui said. “On behalf of the sports community and our Olympic
athletes, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Hang Seng
for its strong support of the Scheme and athletes who are determined
to bring pride and honour for Hong Kong.”

Mr Vincent Cheng, Vice-Chairman and Chief Executive
of Hang Seng Bank, said: “As a keen supporter of local sports
development, Hang Seng is pleased to show its support and
encouragement of Hong Kong athletes through this Awards
Scheme. The perseverance and unfailing spirit of the Hong
Kong athletes have enhanced the progressive image of Hong
Kong on the world stage. We are proud to have such
outstanding athletes.”

HANG SENG BANK AND HKSDB REWARD ATHLETES FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN ATHENS
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Twelve Athletes Admitted to Universities
Twelve athletes from swimming, fencing, badminton, cycling,

squash, triathlon, table tennis and tenpin bowling have been successfully
admitted to local and overseas universities this year with the assistance
of the HKSDB.

Amy Chan, Athlete Affairs Manager of the HKSDB, expressed her
appreciation to the universities. "This is only made possible by the
continuous support of universities. Athletes have to pay extra effort in
order to achieve good results in examination.  They only have limited
time to study and most were done after long hours of intensive training.
I do hope local universities and tertiary institutions will adopt a more
flexible credit system and study arrangement, which allows athletes to
extend the duration of study in their quest for sporting excellence."
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Scholarship Athletes Attain Satisfactory Results
at HKCEE

Twenty-six HKSDB Scholarship Athletes sat this year's
Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination (HKCEE).
Of these, 54% obtained five subject passes, which included
Chinese, English and Mathematics.

Among them, budding junior sprinter Pang Hok-man
will continue Form 6 in Diocesan Girls' School.  Fencer So
Wing-Yin achieved five As, two Bs and one C and will
continue Form 6 studies in Heep Yunn School. Law Shuk-
man, also a fencer, achieved two As and four Bs and will
be promoted to Form 6 in the Shatin Government Secondary
School, while Lo Pan-pan attained 17 grade points and
will be promoted to Form 6 in the Jockey Club Ti-I College.
Squash player Chiu Ho-fai attained eight Cs and one D
and will continue studies in King's College.

Amy Chan, Athlete Affairs Manager at the HKSDB, is
delighted with the results, saying, "Athletes have to put extra
effort into getting good examination results. They act as
role models for those around them and for the next
generation."
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Videotapes on Swimming
The videotapes include topics such as Basic Backstroke

Swimming Technique, Basic Breaststroke Swimming Technique, Basic
Freestyle Swimming Technique and Basic Butterfly Swimming
Technique. Instructed by Mickey Wender, Head Coach of the
University of Washington, and produced by Coaches Choice, the
videotapes demonstrate basic drills and skills with clear explanations.
Learners can easily grasp fundamental skills of swimming efficiently
with the four strokes through a step-by-step approach.
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The Hong Kong Sports Development Board (HKSDB)
will be dissolved on 1 October 2004, followed by the
establishment of the Hong Kong Sports Institute Limited (HKSI)
on the same date. The HKSI would take up the role of the
HKSDB in elite training and development in Hong Kong. Please
visit the official website of the HKSI, www.hksi.org.hk, or
call 2681 6888 for more information or enquiries.


